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SERA AGM – Saturday 28th November 

 

-CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY- 

 

It is great to be here today with you at the SERA 
AGM. 

 

Can I pay tribute to the fantastic work that you do? 

 

I’ve worked with SERA for many years, and you make 
an important contribution you make to the debate in 
the Labour Party on sustainability and environmental 
issues. 

 

With Leonie Cooper, Hywel Lloyd, Jake Sumner, Sam 
Heath, Murad Qureshi, Nicky Gavron and many other 
good friends, I’m confident you’ll be playing a really 
important role in the forthcoming Mayoral elections 

 

Your work over the next 6 months will be crucial. 
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Because in London sustainability and green issues 
are going to be really important to the voters 

 

We all know London is a great city in which to live, 
work, or play.  

 

But for all that in many ways we live in a green, and 
forward looking City – and country – we also live in 
one of the most polluted places in Europe. 

 

It’s a long way from being the sustainable city we 
need to hand on to the next generation. 

 

Meanwhile, we’re also failing to create for the next 
generation the opportunities that my generation 
enjoyed. 

 

For all the wealth that we have and create, too many 
Londoners are excluded from sharing in the city’s 
prosperity.  

 

Too many aren’t being given the chance to develop 
the skills they need to benefit from the hi-tech, well 
paid jobs of the future – such as those in the industry 
that you represent. 
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As Mayor, it is my mission to restore opportunity to all 
Londoners. 

 

My vision is of a London in which future generations 
have the opportunities I had:  

 

– a  secure and affordable home as a child, and as an 
adult a home for my family 

– a great education, and then training in the skills I 
needed to get on in my chosen profession, law 

– the chance to pursue a career and a life in this great 
city without being priced out or left behind  

 

These are things we take for granted, but for too many 
in London today they seem a million miles away. 

 

And that’s not the only way we are failing our city. 

 

We breathe air so dirty that last year it killed almost 
10,000 Londoners. 

 

10,000! 
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Imagine that.  

 

One of the world’s greatest, most modern, most 
prosperous cities – and yet a city in which 10,000 
deaths a year can be attributed to air pollution. 

 

That is not a legacy I want to leave for my children 
and it is not a legacy I’ll leave as Mayor. 

 

So I want to talk to you briefly today about my vision 
for London as a world leader in sustainability, and by 
doing so, the opportunities we can create. 

 

If I become Mayor, I want to make London a city that 
the world looks to for the ideas and inspiration on how 
to address, mitigate and minimise the environmental 
impacts of a big city economy. 

 

And I want our green economy to be one that the 
world looks to as a model for growth, innovation and 
job creation.  
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A real low carbon vision isn’t a nice little add on to our 
economic plan.  

 

It must permeate through everything we do – 
transport, skills, housing, planning, education. 

 

That’s not only the right thing to do if we want a 
healthy and green city, but it’s also the right thing to 
do for the future prosperity of the city. 

 

Yes, we need a clean and healthy environment in 
which people want to live and work to keep London 
the place people from around the globe want to do 
business. 

 

But – and I’ve got a competitive streak – it’s about 
getting ahead and staying ahead of the pack in terms 
of capturing the economic opportunities low carbon 
brings.  

 

I don’t want any of the people in this room today 
casting admiring glances at other cities. 

 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying we don’t have a 
record to be proud of.  
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A £122 billion share of the global low carbon and 
environmental goods and services market isn’t to be 
sniffed at. 

 
But we’re talking about a market worth £5.5 trillion – 
and growing. 

 

That’s just a 2% share! 

 

London must have a bigger share of that market.  

 

And I want London as our capital, and as a global 
business hub, to be the world’s leading city in which to 
do low carbon business.  

 

Not losing opportunities to the US, Germany, Japan, 
China or India.   

 

But I fear that we aren’t doing enough to avoid that. 

 

Because the last 8 years under the current Mayor 
have been a wasted opportunity. 
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Think of it this way.   

 

London is currently responsible for 13% of the nation’s 
energy consumption, yet only generates 2%.  

 

At the risk of being partisan, we have gone from being 
a leading city on sustainability to mediocre at best. 

 

You know, the Tories are supposed to be a pro-
business party. 

 

And David Cameron was once going to lead the 
“greenest Government ever”. 

 

The consensus on the need to promote low carbon 
technology has been broken. 

 

The rug pulled out from underneath our hitherto 
growing solar industry. 

 

I don’t get it.  
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You can lead the greenest government ever and be 
pro-business. 

 

You can support rapid and continuing growth in 
renewables, in energy efficiency, in low carbon goods 
and services, and be both.  

 

It’s a no brainer, and somehow they missed it.  

 

And a few years down the line you end up with a 
Government which wants to “cut the green crap” and 
a Mayor who just isn’t interested enough to lead. 

 

Damaging long-term investment by failing to offer 
investors the confidence they should have in the vast 
potential of our renewables sector. 

  

Green businesses need ‘long, loud and legal’ 
regulation – that provides them with some certainty, 
and investors want to be assured that they are 
investing in a critical part of the UK economy where 
we have strong competitive advantage. 

 

What the Tories have done has undermined that. 
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And, by the way, and lets remind Londoners of this, 
their Mayoral candidate has supported these policies 
since he first became an MP in 2010. 

 

I want to be the Mayor that re-sets the city’s green 
agenda. 

 

But we’re going to have to work twice as hard to make 
up for the lost years.  

 

So we need to reinvigorate the structures and 
initiatives needed to support a move to a more 
sustainable city. 

 

To support and promote start-ups in the green sector 
– with new business space and access to finance. 

 

To ensure that more of our young people have the 
opportunity to train in the skills that low carbon 
industries need, with a new skills partnership working 
to identify the gaps and developing strategies across 
business, education and communities to deliver them.  
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I want to be the best advocate our environmental 
industries could have – around Britain and across the 
world.  

 

And I’ll lead by example. 

 

I want Transport for London to become a beacon of 
energy efficiency and renewable generation.  

 

 

TfL controls vast land resources, buildings and a huge 
amount of infrastructure.  

 

We can put that to good, money-saving, energy-
generating use. 

 

I’ll commission work into how we can best capture the 
potential of the energy and heat generated by the 
tube. 

 

And let me tell you, in addition to ensuring that there 
are thousands of new affordable homes built, we need 
to ensure that they are affordable to heat and power 
too, as well as being sustainable.  
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Using the Mayor’s planning powers to the full we will 
ensure higher standards for sustainability in new 
developments, and with them more opportunities in 
our low carbon sector. 

 

By supporting Community Energy Schemes, we will 
explore ways the Mayor can fill the void left by the 
cuts to the feed in tariff by the government, and using 
the office of Mayor to bring people together, in the 
same direction to get more and more schemes up and 
running on our estates.  

 

And to show leadership, the pension funds the GLA 
controls will be divested from fossil fuel investment. 

 

I spoke before about our shameful air quality, and I 
also want to talk briefly about my plans for setting us 
back on track to our legal targets, while also capturing 
the benefits for environmental industries. 

 

First, expanding the proposed ultra-low emission zone 
beyond central London, out to zone 2 and along 
arterial routes, using this as a catalyst for investment 
in emission-free vehicles and a driver for growth in our 
charging network. 
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Second, pedestrianising Oxford Street to create the 
world’s greatest clean and green shopping avenue 
and public space – an exemplar project that 
Londoners can be proud of. 

 

Third, introduce car-free weekends in central London, 
similar to those which have been so successful in 
Paris. 

 

Fourth, throwing my weight behind the National Park 
City initiative, setting ambitious long term goals for 
more green space, better access to nature, and a 
focus on low carbon industrial growth and skills.  

 

Fifth, tackling dirty air by planting 2 million new trees, 
focused in and around schools.  

 

On top of this, I’ll commit to phasing out diesel buses, 
ensuring that we invest in cleaner hybrids – ones with 
working cells this time – and ultimately, begin the 
move to an all-electric bus fleet,  sending a strong and 
clear signal to the market of the bulk purchasing 
power of TfL. 
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I’ll establish the next generation of super-fast charging 
points so that London can truly be at the forefront of 
electric vehicles.  

 

And can I say now – clear and loud – that if I’m Mayor, 
I will oppose building on Green Belt land and I’ll ban 
fracking in London.  

 

There is absolutely no place for either of these in a 
green and sustainable London.   

 

Friends, I hope from what I’ve said today you get a 
sense of my ambitions should I make it to City Hall 
next Mayor. 

 

Be in no doubt – I want to be the greenest Mayor 
ever. 

 

I want London to be the greatest city it can be. 

 

You may have heard me say elsewhere I’ll be the 
most pro-business Mayor London has had.  
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And you know what, being the greenest Mayor and 
the most pro-business Mayor are two sides of the 
same coin – you don’t need me to tell you why.  

 

Together we can deliver a cleaner, greener more 
sustainable London, and simultaneously, a city that is 
more prosperous, and fairer. 

 

Thank you here for all the hard work you have put in 
to making this great city even greater, cleaner and 
fairer.  

 

I am looking forward to working with you and helping 
to deliver the framework you need to make it flourish.  

 

I know what you need from a Mayor is political will and 
leadership.  

 

I promise that’s what I’ll offer. 

 

ENDS 

 

 


